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Annual Reports

In preparation for our Annual Meeting, to be held on Tuesday, February 14, all committee chairs and officers of the church are requested to have their Annual Report in to the office no later than January 18.  It would be helpful if it came in electronic form.

All Church Leaders Meeting: “Growing Into Our Bylaws”

“This ‘growing in’ will have growing pains. We don’t want to get stuck in the weeds.” – anonymous.

The elected leadership of the church (both current and those taking office after annual meeting) is requested, and all other interested members and friends are invited, to attend a Church Leadership workshop on Saturday, January 28, from 8:30am-12noon. The main focus of the day is to provide clear and focused attention to the transition from our current church bylaws and structure to the new church bylaws and structure that will be in place at the end of Annual Meeting. Refreshments (and plenty of puns) will be provided.

Carolyn’s Corner
If you google “New Year’s Resolutions”, two pieces of information quickly catch your eye. One is a government website that gives information on how to keep any of the top 10 resolutions that Americans traditionally make each year. The second is an article from the January 3, 2011 issue of TIME magazine listing the top 10 resolutions that are commonly broken. Of course, the lists are identical. In reading through the lists, I recognize that I have made and broke any number of them, something I have in common with millions of Americans. The good news is that there is some research that shows making a resolution works better than not doing so when it comes to achieving a goal. One study found that > 46% of people who made resolutions were successful compared to only 4% who wanted to achieve a goal and considered it, but didn’t actually create a resolution.


Some of us have been reading Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, and using it as a part of a group study. At the end of the book, the narrator tells us that Ebenezer Scrooge became as good a person as the world has ever known, and in that way, knew how to “keep Christmas well.”

 Perhaps this year we all might resolve to “keep Christmas well,” in the reformed and transformed Ebenezer Scrooge way. We could resolve to not only laugh with joy, often and with great cheer, as Scrooge did, but also resolve to serve those around us. We could resolve to smile at all the blessings we have and use our time here to be a blessing to others. We could resolve to remember each and every day the life of the One who came to dwell among us, and give thanks to God for sending Jesus to us. 


Whatever it is that you may be setting your sights on making as a resolution this new year, may you do so with the expectation of living your life more faithfully.

God bless us, every one,

Carolyn

Vacation Time

Pastor Carolyn will be finishing her accrued vacation time on January 16, 2012. Should a pastoral emergency please contact the church office or any member of the Diaconate.

Sundays in January
January 1
First Sunday after Christmas

New Year’s Day



One service of worship at 10:00 am in the Chapel



(No Church School or Nursery Care today)

Chris Lanzara will lead this prayerful time to welcome in the New Year and share together in the Sacrament of Communion

January 8
First Sunday after Epiphany



Guest Preacher: Maureen Steer
January 15
Second Sunday after Epiphany

Guest Preacher: Rev. Joan B. Murray, founder and staff chaplain at 
Chaplains on the Way.                 >     >     >
January 22
Third Sunday after Epiphany
 Scripture Lessons  Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Mark 1:14-20
                               Sermon  “Leaving the Past Behind”




3:00 PM Service of Ordination

The Carroll-Strafford Association of the New Hampshire Conference, UCC will ordain Christopher Lanzara in the Christian Ministry
January 29
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Scripture Lessons  Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Mark 1:21-28

Sermon  “An  Authority Born of Love”
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Ordination of Chris Lanzara to be Celebrated
The Carroll-Strafford Association of the New Hampshire Conference, United Church of Christ

will ordain Christopher Lanzara into the Christian Ministry on January 22, 2012 at 3:00 P.M. 
First Church Congregational, UCC, Rochester, New Hampshire will host this service of ordination, with a reception to follow. 

We hope that members and friends of First Church will be able to attend and experience this wonderful time of celebration, following Chris’ years of study and preparation.
Adult Education
Bible Study

The Tuesday morning Bible study will begin meeting again at 10am, on January 
31. Each week we will be discussing the upcoming Sunday scripture lessons, listed elsewhere in this newsletter. 
Wednesday Evening Fellowship Supper and Discussions
Every Wednesday night, except January 4, you are invited to join in a potluck fellowship meal at 6pm, followed by a choice of educational opportunities, to be announced (child care provided)

Church School

Church School families are reminded that on the first Sunday of each month, children go directly to their classrooms and join their families later on in worship, to receive the Sacrament of Communion.  Church School will not be held on January 1.
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We hope it will not happen, but if travel to attend worship has the potential to be treacherous, our Sunday morning worship services will be canceled. When this decision is made, it will be listed at the bottom of the TV screen on Manchester’s WMUR TV, channel 9 and it will also be listed on their website.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE NOTE
Members and Friends of First Church,

Truly, there is much to be thankful for. So far 56 families have responded generously with gifts totaling more than $101,000. This is certainly a time of great excitement for First Church in Rochester! 

Please accept this note as an expression of our sincere thanks to you for your generous financial support. The Stewardship Committee looks forward to sharing in an exciting 2012 at First Church! 

We pray for God's blessing upon you.

Your Stewardship Committee

Deb Bulger, David Berry, Rev. Bill McGregor, Kenn Ortmann
New Member Class
The Deacons will be holding a new member class on January 29, following the 10:00am worship service. If you are interested in membership in First Church, please speak to any member of the Diaconate or to Pastor Carolyn.
Monthly men’s fellowship & breakfast

2nd Saturday of each month

The next Men’s Fellowship breakfast will be Saturday Jan 14th, starting at 8AM at Sumner Country Restaurant &Creamery on route 108 in Somersworth. Having had a very successful 2011, our intrepid group will continue our high tech discussions. This year’s topics will include genetics, epigenetics, and the creation of new life forms. Just what is under your fingernails? See www.sumnercountry.com   Contact bill.sammis@unh.edu or call [ ].
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     Our goal/pledge of $3,500 to Our Church’s Wider Mission was met following the sale of hot dogs, coffee and hot chocolate during the Christmas Parade on December 4!  AND, because we did so well at the Parade, we sent an additional $2.82!!  A HUGE thank you to those who worked and those who stopped by to purchase something.
Another success – the Take-Home Supper!  Indeed it was a financial success bringing in $151 for the general fund, but it was a success for those who came by and bought a supper so they wouldn’t have to cook a meal at this busy time of year.  Thank you to those who prepared each part of the meal and to those who purchased a meal.
I’d like to sincerely wish everyone at First Church a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and sincerely thank all of you for the cards, calls, letters and other selfless expressions of sympathy and support extended to Nancy and me during our difficult time this Holiday season.  After Nancy’s memorial service, one long-time friend not familiar with First Church remarked to me that, upon “looking around during the service, it’s very evident that Nancy had lots of family in that church”.  Another remarked that it is evident to him “that the First Church congregation is really a valuable asset to its surrounding community”.  Pastor Carolyn and all members of First Church should be very proud of what you are accomplishing in Rochester and else where, even as you invariably touch lives of people you don’t even know.  I want you to know that I do consider you my 
extended family, and I am as proud and as happy as Nancy was to be a member of First Church Congregational.  Thank you, and God bless you all.


Bob Munkittrick

Newsletter Deadline

If you or your committee have material for our newsletter, it is important that it be submitted by the 15th day of the month for the next month’s publication.  Articles should be brief.  The editorial staff reserves the right to edit articles.  We will make every effort to include as much of your material as space allows.  In order not to pay additional fees, we need to make sure the newsletter does not exceed 5 pieces of paper.  Thank you for noting the monthly deadline of the 15th of the month.
< < < ALL ABOUT MISSIONS > > >
Habitat for Humanity
     To keep you up to date on what’s hfhappening, contact Jonathan Miller [senhhabitatvolunteer@gmail.com] who writes great descriptions of what happened in the previous week with a detailed list of the “to-do’s” for the next!  Register at the website www.senhhabitat.org , click on volunteer. You will be in the loop and can put your name on the days and places you can work! No one bearing food or treats is ever mis-treat-ed!

     Meanwhile, there’s always shopping:

     HFH ReStore is in their new, larger space at 29 Fox Run Rd, Newington (former roller 
rink building near Walmart).  Tuesday through Saturday 9 am – 5 pm.  For more details go to senhhabitat.org/restore
Our Food Cupboard
We could use the following:

cereal, canned juices/juice mixes, powdered milk, evaporated milk, canned fruit, canned tomatoes, canned meats, soups, pudding cups, jams/jellies, peanut butter, small containers mayo/ketchup, instant rice, dish liquid, toothpaste, soap, shampoo.

ZIMBABWE!

It has come to my attention that not everyone knows we have a “Z-team”. We do! It’s mostly comprised of persons who have pen pals in Zimbabwe, but is surely open to anyone who is interested in our efforts in Z. Typically, besides writing, we participate in the yearly (we hope!) cargo container shipment to Zimbabwe. We also “pass the hat” occasionally to send money via Wells Fargo. American money is a desirable commodity in Zimbabwe. It has the advantage of helping our friends directly and indirectly helping their economy. In the past as a congregation we sent $1,200 per year. As we voted to remove this item from our church budget, the Z-team has been successful at providing some support. Most recently, Z-team members sent $650 to our Z-friends. We work via an email list. If you want to be on it, just say so in an email to bill.sammis@unh.edu!

Special Worship and Presentation on Homelessness, January 15
Homelessness has been on our minds and in our papers. More and more people lose their homes and have to bunk in with family or friends, especially young people. As the church of the One who calls us to care for all God’s people we feel compelled to at least address the issue in the hope that from our awareness may also grow action. In that spirit the Peace & Justice Committee will sponsor a Homelessness Event on Sunday, January 15, 2012. At both our Sunday services a guest preacher will share from her experiences. 

The Rev. Joan B. Murray is the founder and staff chaplain at Chaplains on the Way, a ministry which began in June, 2008 in Waltham, MA. At the heart of the work of Chaplains on the Way is a ministry of presence and spiritual care with poor and homeless people on the street and at programs, including at the men’s and women’s shelters and the Home Suites Inn where homeless families are currently housed.
After the 10 o’clock service Alan Reed-Erickson, Director of Outreach for the 
Homeless, will present a power point video and lead a discussion. Please make an effort to attend.

REPORT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES

December 2011

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE

12/01/11



$  8,940.02
Pledges

            
$  9,425.30



Other 




    1,755.98
Transfer from Unison Acct.

         -0-

    

Total Income
 
  

   11,181.28 
Total Expenses


 $15,784.66



Income/Deficit

            ($  4,603.38)
Greater Rochester Interfaith Council News

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
On Sunday, January 15, we will welcome to our worship services visitors from one of our neighboring churches. On Sunday, January 22 GRIC is sponsoring a service of Christian at 7 pm at St. Leo’s Church.
Baptism Joy

On December 18, 2011, Thomas Nathan Waters received the sacrament of baptism. Thomas is the son of Kay-lee Waters. 
CONFERENCE NEWS

PREPARED TO SERVE FEB 25, 2012

"Prepared to Serve,” 8:30 a.m.-4:00 pm, Saturday, February 25, 2012 is designed for all persons — ordained and lay — who share leadership in the congregations and associations of the NH Conference of the United Church of Christ. The schedule for the day includes workshops, worship services, and exhibits that provide practical information, hands-on experiences and “exchange of ideas” with other participants.  

Registration materials will soon be available on the NH Conference website at www.nhcucc.org or from the Church office

More opportunities for learning and fellowship are available through the NH Conference, 
thanks in part to our gifts to OCWM. You can learn of these events by viewing the 
Conference website, www.nhcucc.org
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January Birthdays

(Those that we have in the computer.)
Sharon Reed-Erickson

Ken Park

Cassandra Ford


Lucas Ryder

Birthday Greetings

Florence Seavey, a long-time member of First Church, will be celebrating her 98th birthday on January 8, 2012. We are hoping to surprise her with a barrage of cards, letting her know that her church family has not forgotten her. Send your greetings to Florence Seavey, St Ann Healthcare Center, 195 Dover Point Rd., Dover, NH 03820  

OFFERING ENVELOPES – 2012

Your offering envelopes are available for you to pick up on a Sunday morning or during the week 

from the church office.  If you want to use envelopes and are unable to come and pick them up, 

please call the church office, 332-1121, and we will send them or have them delivered to you. 
UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONAL AVAILABLE

The Upper Room, a daily devotional guide, is available at the back of the chapel.  It is provided FREE as a ministry of First Church.  You may pick one up and use personally, give to a shut-in, carry with you, give to a friend, etc.  If you would like one mailed to you, please call the church office, 332-1121.  We also have some enlarged print copies.
SAVE THE DATE!

Just Books Book Sale & Café 
Sat., Feb. 4th, 8am-1pm

Come find some “reads” to get you through the winter:

· Reasonable prices, $.25 - $5

· Café (danish, cookies, brownies, squares, hot mulled cider, coffee or hot chocolate available for purchase!)

· Reading lamps & easy chairs (come curl up for an hour or 2)
· Tables and tables of “Just Books”!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

TAKE-HOME SUPPER

MORE GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE

A meal you don’t have to fix:  Thursday, January 19th, 4-6:00pm

Put your orders in anytime (332-1121) or take your chances that afternoon – homemade vegetarian chili or fish chowder, both with cornbread.  Pint $4, quart $7.50.  Pick up from the Parson Main Fellowship Hall.

Wintery, romantic, and ….. baskets will be available for your shopping pleasure.  Come and see!

(Mark your calendars for repeat supper:  Thursday, February 16th and Thursday, March 22nd.)

ADDRESS, PHONE OR EMAIL CHANGE?????
Because the church newsletter is 3rd class mail, people often forget to notify the church of a change of address.  However, we are charged a “return to sender” fee when we do not have your current address.  If you can, please 
call the church office, 332-1121, or email us at firstucc@myfairpoint.net
with any change in address, phone number or email address.  Thank you.
SPONSORSHIP OF “RIFKI”

Rifki is our Indonesian 7 year old whom the church school and CE Committee are sponsoring through Child Fund (formerly the Christian Children’s Fund).  Each month an individual or family sponsors Rifki for a month (or more) at $24.  Paul and Lisa Reid have been supporting Rifki in 2011 and early 2012.  Julie Brown and Ronda Lepene will continue the support of Rifki in March and April 2012. 

[image: image7.png]


BLUEBERRY PANCAKE BREAKFAST WILL BE JANUARY 21
Saturday, January 21st will be blueberry pancake morning at First Church from 7:30-10:00am.  (You can order plain pancakes if you wish!)  Our waite staff will take your order for 1, 2, or 3 blueberry or plain pancakes, scrambled eggs, ham, orange juice, coffee/tea/milk.  The cost will be $6.00/person, children 5-10, $3.00, under age 5, FREE.  The proceeds of this breakfast will go to further the ministry of First Church.  This is a public breakfast so please spread the word far and wide. 
Notes and thanks from the BASKET BRIGADE:    2012 has gotten off to a great start with many donations already!  Thank you, and let's continue this great start with lots more donations whether new, re-gifted or items passed along for re-styling and re-purposing. Bring your items all month and all year long to the office M-F, 8am to 2pm. It's wonderful when everyone is participating....the sorting process is certainly more fascinating and the creations more unique.  Parishoners (aka YOU) and the public bought over 200 baskets at the Winter Faire and another 26 at the Take-Home Supper mid-December!
Might you need a gift right away? During the church office hours you are welcome to look thru the gift baskets that remain, including a few, maybe a dozen, marked 20% off.

Summer Yard Sale Is Coming!

But not for many, many months! Thank you for all your past donations, but at this time we are not able to accept any donations. As you have cleaned up your spaces, our storage space has filled up to overflowing. Your understanding and cooperation is much appreciated. 
GIVE FLOWERS OR A ROSE

                        TO BEAUTIFY OUR WORSHIP IN 2011

Again this year, the way to give flowers/plants for the chapel and/or sanctuary is to arrange it now (but we will accept your donation whenever you decide you want to remember or honor someone).  Please complete the form below at your earliest convenience and return it to the church office, or in the offering plate… or call the church office, 332-1121


Please mark your calendar as a reminder.


Order your own flowers, to be delivered or you may bring them on a Friday (8am-2pm), or make an arrangement and bring it.


If you want your flowers after the service, please provide for taking them.  But if you specify, we will see that shut-ins get them.   


If you wish to put a rose in the chapel or sanctuary in celebration of a birthday, anniversary, birth or other special event, purchase one, bring it to the church on Friday (or have it delivered) and call the church office early in the week with the wording you wish in the Sunday bulletin.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Form to return to First Church  

Name: _______________________________________________ Phone: ____________

Date I will furnish flowers (please make a note on your calendar) __________________

Wording for Bulletin: _____________________________________________________

___ I'll take flowers.  ___ Please take to a shut-in.   
FIRST CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT:
Sharing God’s extravagant  welcome, love 
and forgiveness for all, we joyfully live by 
Christ’s example, working together for 
healing and justice in our community and 
beyond.
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NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL
In an effort to be good stewards of all kinds of resources,
the staff and Trustees would like to send the monthly 

newsletter via email to those who would like to receive 
it in that manner.  If you would, please email us your 
address at firstucc@myfairpoint.net.  
FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE. . .

A FEW WAYS YOU MIGHT HELP CUT 

OFFICE EXPENSES

If you are able and would like to 
help, you could donate a ream of 
8½ x 14 white copy paper, stamps, 
and used ink cartridges. Staples 
pays $2 credit for each cartridge 
up to 20/month.  You can leave 
them on a Sunday or drop them off 
during the week.  Thanks! 
Stay connected to First Church: 
Our website: www.first-ucc.net
Twitter: Follow the First Church Twitter feed: 
 http://twitter.com/#!/RochesterNHUCC
Facebook:  We have both a page for publicity 
purposes and a group which is closed to the 
general public and is used for First Church 
people to communicate urgent prayer needs 
and information, event reminders, or anything 
else you would like to share with the group.
iTunes: 

itpc://firstchurchcongregational.podmatic.com/rss2.wml
Parson Main Messenger
First Church Congregational

United Church of Christ

63 S. Main Street, Rochester, NH  03867-2707

~~~ An Open and Affirming Congregation ~~~

Sunday Worship

8:00am – Chapel (Handicapped Accessible)
10:00am – Sanctuary

(Handicapped Accessible)
(Nursery Care Provided)

Children’s Christian Education Program

Sundays at 10:00am

Television Ministry

6 p.m. Sundays – Channel 12

Church Officers

Alan Reed-Erickson – Moderator

Church Staff 
Rev. Carolyn Keilig, Interim Pastor 

Office Hours 9–2, Mon.–Thurs.
Office tel. 332-1121 ext 2; home 226-0625
email: rochesterpastor@myfairpoint.net
Please remember that the pastor is frequently called away, or may have other commitments during the day. It is best to call first if you need to speak with her.
rochesterpastor@myfairpoint.net
Richard Lavache, Organist/Choir Director

Ms. Linda Maynard, Administrative Assistant

firstucc@myfairpoint.net

Church Office Hours

Mon.-Fri.: 8am - 2:00pm

To Reach Us

Telephone: 332-1121   Fax: 335-6315

E-mail: firstucc@myfairpoint.net
Web Site: http://first-ucc.net/
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