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PARSON MAIN MESSENGER
February 2012
                                                         Volume 12, Number 2
THE ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 AT 7:00PM IN THE CHAPEL

All members and friends of First Church are urged to attend the Annual Meeting, to help shape our future.  Your input is valuable.  Please see the Agenda on the insert.

Carolyn’s Corner
As we enter the month of February, we become conscious of both the earlier rising and the later setting of the sun, changes which bring with them the promise of more light coming into our daily lives. Once again, February will also bring with it the start of the six-week penitential season of Lent, beginning with Ash Wednesday and leading up to Holy Week and Easter. “Lent” comes from the ancient Anglo-Saxon word for “spring,” when the hours of daylight begin to lengthen, and so provides a time of renewal for both the earth and all who dwell upon it. Lent is a time for reflection on our values and what really is important in our lives. It is a time when it is helpful to set aside some regular opportunities for prayer and discernment, and to be intentional about looking at the spiritual dimension of our lives.

Because Lent is a penitential time, some might try to avoid thinking about it at all,
believing it to be a gloomy, dark time of regret and self-denial. Another way to look at it >

is[image: image3.wmf] as a bright opportunity for a time of spiritual growth, a time when you may make new 
choices to let the light of Christ shine more deeply into your life; an opportunity to grow more deeply into your faith.

My prayer for all of you is that you have a truly holy Lent. Gather in worship with your fellow seekers on Ash Wednesday to receive the ashes of penitence in preparation for the forty days of this spiritual journey. Walk with one another and Jesus on the way to Jerusalem and the cross. Only then will Easter joy come in all its fullness.

Blessings,
Carolyn

Sundays in February
February 5
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Observing the Sacraments of Communion and Baptism

Scripture Lessons  Isaiah 40:21-31; Mark 1:29-39
Sermon   “Strength to Serve”

February 12
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

Scripture Lessons  2 Kings 5:1-14; Mark 1:40-45

                              Sermon  “Restoration Hope”
February 19
One Service at 10:00AM 


We welcome Pastoral Candidate 
to our pulpit
February 26
First Sunday in Lent 
Commissioning of Newly Elected Church Leaders
                               Scripture Lesson  Genesis 9:8-17; Mark 1:9-15
                               Sermon  “Water and Wilderness”
Pastor Carolyn will be away February 16-20.  If there is a pastoral emergency please contact any member of the Ministry of Spiritual Nourishment (Deacons).
Church School

Church School families are reminded that on the first Sunday of each month, children go directly to their classrooms and join their families later on in worship, to receive the Sacrament of Communion.  

Ecumenical Ash Wednesday Service- February 22
We continue our long-standing fellowship with First United Methodist Church, as we join together in worship at the beginning of the Lenten season. We will gather in the Chapel of First Church Congregational on February 22 at 7:00 pm for a shared Ash Wednesday service. 

Adult Education
Bible Study

Bible study will continue to meet each Tuesday morning throughout February at 10am. Each week we will be discussing the upcoming Sunday scripture lessons, listed elsewhere in this newsletter. 
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 Storm Closing


We hope it will not happen, but if travel to attend worship has the potential to be treacherous, our Sunday morning worship services will be canceled. When this decision is made, it will be listed at the bottom of the TV screen on Manchester’s WMUR TV, channel 9 and it will also be listed on their website.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE NOTE
IT’S NOT TOO LATE!

We are still many thousands of dollars short of what is needed to fully support the work and mission of First Church in 2012.  If you have not yet made a pledge, we ask that you prayerfully consider your relationship with First Church and send us your pledge card as soon as possible.

     We pray for God's blessing upon you.

Your Stewardship Committee

Deb Bulger, David Berry, Rev. Bill McGregor, Kenn Ortmann
Monthly men’s fellowship & breakfast

2nd Saturday of each month

It has been mentioned that perhaps no restaurant will host us as we seem to be proficient >
in closing restaurants down. Not true! However, our previous haunt, www.sumnercountry.com, has gone into “renovations” for January. Quick reporting by our multitudinous members allowed us to correct course and we had a fine January breakfast at The Pink Cadillac (www.pinkcadillacdiner.net). So we will have to see what is available for February 11th, 2012. We do know we will commence at 8AM. Email will be exchanged as the status develops. Contact bill.sammis@unh.edu or call 332-6209.
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From Mary Pomeroy…
     I wish to thank everyone at First Church for all the cards, flowers and caring support during Bob’s long illness.

     Also, thank you for being there for me during Bob’s Memorial Service and reception.  Your kind words and hugs helped me through a very difficult time. May God bless your hopes and dreams through the coming year.

Thank you from Chris Lanzara

I am overwhelmed with gratitude for all who worked to make my ordination a deeply meaningful, joyous celebration! When I came to First Church, many years ago, I found a caring, spirit-led congregation. You all have nurtured and affirmed my formation as a pastor and chaplain. Special thanks to the Deacons, whose steady support of my discernment process was a great help and blessing. Many thanks for the Deacons’ organization of the ordination and the beautiful reception. It was so thoughtful and, well, perfect! The painting is a gift that will reside on my wall and I will treasure always. Thank you Bob for helping to pick it out. And none of this would have been possible without Linda’s organizational skills, bulletin preparation, help with the reception and general hard work!

Thank you Janice for presenting me in the service, and Maureen, Mary and Ray for reading. It was so special to have you there with me. I am grateful to Celeste for the special Prayer of Invocation. Much gratitude for Richard’s wonderful organ music, and the senior choir’s Ministry of Music, which was very moving. Carolyn, your help in preparing the service was invaluable, and your presence as host pastor was so gracious and affirming – thank you!  

My heart goes out to Roger as chair of the Committee on Church and Ministry, who guided me through the Association’s process, made a wonderful suggestion for the Examination, and helped preside at the ordination. I am grateful for the participation of Association Moderator Mary Westfall, Mary James, my advisor Mark Rideout, Brad Hirst, Beth Hoffman, the Kittery-Eliot folks, and Dr. Nancy Nienhuis for their participation. I am also thankful for the presence of Richard Slater, Associate Conference Minister. They will be receiving my thanks.

Blessings on First Church and your continued ministry!
Take-Home Supper!  Successful again!  Indeed it was a financial success bringing in $215 for Our Church’s Wider Mission, but it was a success for those who came by and bought a supper so they wouldn’t have to cook a meal.   Thank you to all the makers of the fish chowder, vegetarian chili and corn bread AND those who purchased a “take-home supper” on Jan. 19th.  The next “take-home supper” will be Thursday, February 16th!

< < < ALL ABOUT MISSIONS > > >
Mission Moments for February

The Missions Committee wishes to extend “ Many Thanks”  to every member of the congregation for their generosity in the gifts given during Advent.   The participants of the Fellowship Kitchen benefited from 2 stuffed animals, 35 pr. of gloves, 10 pr. of mittens,  50 hats, 3 headbands, 2 sets of ear muffs, 2 scarves, 10 hat, mitten, scarf sets, 9 pr. of tube socks, and 7 pr. of other socks.  You certainly warmed their hearts.     UNH Ministries will receive $ 806.00 from the Advent Offering and the Veterans of the Cross  Fund is enriched by $ 597.12.  
Seafarer’s Friend Moment

Have you ever been in Portsmouth, or possibly Boston or Portland when a merchant ship
is making its way to a dock to unload its goods?

The life of those making their living at sea is relatively unseen and unknown by 
most.  They sacrifice much to support their families amidst dangerous seas, difficult weather, prejudice, loneliness, often dismal working conditions and piracy.  Their sacrifice is a blessing to us all. Their work is the foundation of the world’s economy; 96% of all goods travel by ship.  They do need our prayers.


Seafarer’s Friend work in each of these ports alongside the maritime Community with friendship, faith, and hospitality. The Chaplains at Seafarer’s take their role seriously; listen to the heart of a seafarer, look into his soul, and provide a bridge to God that will unburden him, if even for a moment. Ship visiting may seem insignificant, but to those on a vessel, often seeing nothing but blue water and sky for months at a time know, from these visits, that God is with them.  Words from a Terminal Worker: “Thank you for what you do.  It is so helpful to these seafarers by visiting them each day. Thank you for your >
efforts to make their life better” 



How can we at First Church say “Thanks” to those sacrificing so much for our comfort and daily living?   The Missions Committee is sponsoring Seafarer’s Friend during January and February.     Put together Ditty Bags, make knit hats for warmth, provide used cell phones so that SIM cards can be inserted for crew use, gather magazines no older than 1 yr, give monetary donations for crosses, bibles and rosaries.


There are baskets in the back of the Chapel and Sanctuary for your gifts.  There are Zip lock bags with a list of suggested items for the Ditty Bags on one side and directions for the knit hats on the other.  We would appreciate any assistance you can give.

Habitat for Humanity
     Habitat for Humanity could use some assistance with volunteer coordination, grant applications and fundraising. 

     With regards to fundraising, they’d love some ideas and help with event planning (small or large).   Perhaps someone wants to engineer a bake sale, or put together a sock-hop...  hold an auction?  
     Habitat is without an official Volunteer Coordinator: someone who could keep volunteers up to date on what’s happening at the build site. This also includes being the go to person when groups want to come onsite – preventing two groups from arriving on the same day! They have a web-based sign-up and coordination system, so a great deal of work can be done from home.  

     In general, given the growth of our local Habitat for Humanity, we’re hoping to implement additional programs to support our communities.  One in particular is related to providing ‘fix-it’ assistance to those already established in homes.  Implementing this program will take some research and work.  If you’re curious and/or wish to be a part of this, please contact Habitat at 603-433-9555 or admin@senhhabitat.org
     Habitat exceeded their expectations since relocating the ReStore from Dover to Newington in October, 2011. The staff and volunteers of the store, wish to thank all of their supporters, including donors and shoppers, who’ve made the store such a success!!  ReStore is located at the former roller rink in Newington, 29 Fox Run Rd, open 9-5, 
Tues - Sat.  Tel. 603-750-3200.      
Our Food Cupboard
We need the following:

canned juices/juice mixes, powdered milk, evaporated milk, canned fruit, canned meats (Spam), 
soups, pudding cups, jams/jellies, peanut butter, instant rice, crackers, dish liquid, toothpaste, 
soap, shampoo, toilet tissue.
REPORT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES

January 2012
CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE

01/01/12



$  7,249.42
Pledges

            
$11,175.00



Other 




    1,382.31
Transfer from Unison Acct.

    3,000.00     

    

Total Income
 
  

   15,557.31 
Total Expenses


 $19,670.65



Income/Deficit

            ($  4,113.34)
Greater Rochester Interfaith Council News

Annual Christian Unity Celebration
On Sunday afternoon, February 12, St. Leo’s Church in Gonic will host the annual Christian Unity celebration sponsored by the Greater Rochester Interfaith Council.  The service will begin at 4:00.  All are cordially invited.
Newsletter Deadline

If you or your committee have material for our newsletter, it is important that it be submitted by the 15th day of the month for the next month’s publication.  Articles should be brief.  The editorial staff reserves the right to edit articles.  We will make every effort to include as much of your material as space allows.  In order not to pay additional fees, we need to make sure the newsletter does not exceed 5 pieces of paper.  Thank you for noting the monthly deadline of the 15th of the month.
OFFERING ENVELOPES – 2012

Your offering envelopes are available for you to pick up on a Sunday morning or during the week from the church office.  If you want to use envelopes and are unable to come and pick them up, please call the church office, 332-1121, and we will send them or have them delivered to you. 
UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONAL AVAILABLE

The Upper Room, a daily devotional guide, is available at the back of the chapel.  It is provided FREE as a ministry of First Church.  You may pick one up and use personally, give to a shut-in, carry with you, give to a friend, etc.  If you would like one mailed to you, please call the church office, 332-1121.  We also have some enlarged print copies.
News from around the NH Conference

Opportunities for learning and fellowship are available through the Conference, thanks in part to our gifts to OCWM. 

Prepared to Serve – Saturday, February 25, 2012 
A training event designed for all church members in the New Hampshire Conference United Church of Christ!  Over 80 workshops on a variety of topics including stewardship, spirituality, church leadership, church finances, global missions and Christian education.  Join us for worship, workshops, exhibits and more!
Registration materials are available on the NH Conference website at www.nhcucc.org or from the Church office.
Other events can be learned of by viewing the Conference website www.nhcucc.org
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February Birthdays

(Those that we have in the computer.)
LaVona McCowan
Joe Maynard
        Chris Berry

Linda Brandt
Chuck Clement III

Deb Frederick

Craig Stevens          
Melanie Rand

SAVE THE DATE!

Just Books Book Sale & Café 
Sat., Feb. 4th, 8am-1pm

Come find some “reads” to get you through the winter:

· Tables and tables of “Just Books”!

· Reading lamps & easy chairs (come curl up for an hour or 2)
· Café (danish, cookies, brownies, squares, coffee, tea or hot chocolate)

SPONSORSHIP OF “RIFKI”

Rifki is our Indonesian 7 year old whom the church school and CE Committee are sponsoring through Child Fund (formerly the Christian Children’s Fund).  Each month an individual or family sponsors Rifki for a month (or more) at $24.  Paul and Lisa Reid have been supporting Rifki in 2011 and early 2012.  Julie Brown and Ronda Lepene will continue the support of Rifki in March and April 2012. 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

TAKE-HOME SUPPER

MORE GIFT BASKETS AVAILABLE

A meal you don’t have to fix:  Thursday, February 16th, 4-6:00pm

Put your orders in anytime (332-1121) or take your chances that afternoon – homemade vegetarian chili and/or fish chowder, both with cornbread.  Pint $4, quart $7.50.  Pick up from the Parson Main Fellowship Hall.

A variety of baskets … (think Spring!) will be available for your shopping pleasure.  Come and see!

(Mark your calendars for repeat supper:  Thursday, March 22nd.)

ADDRESS, PHONE OR EMAIL CHANGE?????
Because the church newsletter is 3rd class mail, people often forget to notify the church of a change of address.  However, we are charged a “return to sender” fee when we do not have your current address.  If you can, please 
call the church office, 332-1121, or email us at firstucc@myfairpoint.net
with any change in address, phone number or email address.  Thank you.
BLUEBERRY PANCAKE BREAKFAST WILL BE February 18
Saturday, February 18th will be blueberry pancake morning at First Church from 7:30-10:00am.  (You can order plain pancakes if you wish!)  Our waite staff will take your order for 1, 2, or 3 blueberry or plain pancakes, scrambled eggs, ham, orange juice, coffee/tea/milk.  The cost will be $6.00/person, children 5-10, $3.00, under age 5, FREE.  The proceeds of this breakfast will go to further the ministry of First Church.  This is a public breakfast so please spread the word far and wide. 
Notes and thanks from the BASKET BRIGADE:    2012 has gotten off to a great start with many donations already!  Thank you, and let's continue this great start with lots more donations whether new, re-gifted or items passed along for re-styling and re-purposing. Bring your items all month and all year long to the office M-F, 8am to 2pm. It's wonderful> when everyone is participating....the sorting process is certainly more fascinating and the creations more unique.  Parishoners (aka YOU) and the public bought over 200 baskets at the Winter Faire and another 26 at the Take-Home Supper mid-December!
Might you need a gift right away? During the church office hours you are welcome to look thru the gift baskets that remain, including a few, maybe a dozen, marked 20% off.

Summer Yard Sale Is Coming!

But not for many, many months! Thank you for all your past donations, but at this time we are not able to accept any donations. As you have cleaned up your spaces, our storage space has filled up to overflowing. Your understanding and cooperation is much appreciated. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Upcoming JUMBLE SALE, Sat. March 10th, 7-11am.
Even though we are asking that you not bring in large yard sale-type things at this time of the year, we very much would appreciate your bringing in "smalls".  "Smalls" being things that can easily fit on tables in the Fellowship Hall for our upcoming Jumble Sale next month.  Everyone, every family, must have an item or 2, or 3, or 4!, that you could part with.  Please bring to the office during the week, or leave by piano in Fellowship Hall on Sundays.  By March, we'll all no doubt have a bit of cabin fever [though so far, this winter hasn't kept us indoors as much as last year!] and will enjoy the distraction and fun of an indoor sale.  So spread the word among your neighbors, friends and coworkers about the Jumble Sale, bring in some "smalls" and offer to help with publicity, sorting, set up and/or day-of sales.   And many thanks for your support of yet another fundraiser. 
SOJOURNER’S STUDY “CHRISTIANS AND ISLAM.”
Tuesday March 13 – April 3 at 10:00 a.m. Ellen Lankhorst will lead a discussion with this excellent resource from the Sojourners Magazine (Jim Wallis, Editor). 
“This series is designed to spark discussion and thought about how to live out God’s call for justice in our world. This guide includes four sessions, each with Sojourners articles, questions for discussion, and ideas for further study. We recommend printing out the guide for each person and allowing everyone time to read before the group meets.”

Everyone interested in joining in this discussion needs to have a copy of the discussion guide at printing cost. Please sign on by either telling Linda in the Church Office, so we know how many copies to make. For those who’d like to do the study but cannot come during the day Roger Burkhart will join Ellen Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. 

By way of the articles in each session we explore, A History Together, Understanding Islam, Islam's American Face, and The Real Success Stories. We will read about things we might never have known and stand amazed at the thought that peace among Muslims and Christians is both possible and necessary for the well-being of individuals as well as the world.

BLESSED CARROLL-STRAFFORD PASTORS AND CONGREGATIONS
You are receiving this letter from me because we do not have a Scribe at this time and I need to communicate with you information about our Interfaith Potluck Supper. As you know, at two recent C-S Meetings our Moderator conducted Visioning Sessions. At the last one we broke into interest groups under the headings of, 1) Mission, 2) Worship, 3) Education, and 4) Youth. Each group discussed what project the churches might undertake to bring the C-S churches in closer contact. Each group appointed a spokes person and the group’s projects were shared. Two group representatives spoke at our last C-S meeting to encouraged churches to become part of their project. I represented the Education group. At that group the participants decided we should encourage churches to read a book on interfaith relationships. The book we choose was “The Faith Club,” written by three women of the Abrahamic religions, i.e. Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Five churches contacted me that they had or were planning to have such a study. Then the Executive Committee decided on a time these study groups and anyone interested would get together to share and learn.

Therefore, the following invitation goes out to all the C-S churches for study group participants, Delegates, Clergy, and interested people to attend the Interfaith Potluck Supper Friday March 23, 2012 at 6 p.m. in the First Parish of Dover.

We are fortunate to have Professor David Frankfurter join us to speak about the relationship of the Abrahamic faiths. Professor Frankfurter is Professor of Religion and Aurelio Professor for the Appreciation of Scripture at Boston University. From 1995-2010 he directed the Religious Studies Program at the University of New Hampshire, teaching basic courses in World Religions. His interests include Early Christianity and its Jewish Background, Apocalyptic Literature, Magic and Popular Religion, and Construction of Evil. He lives in Durham, NH. A time of questions and answer will end the evening.

Please convey this information to your congregations. For additional information do not
hesitate to contact me at 652-4324 or by email. May this effort to draw us together as >>
churches at work in furthering the Realm of God be fruitful. 

Shalom, Peace, Salem, Ellen Lankhorst

Thoughts from the always-working BASKET BRIGADE of our Winter Faire
---it's indeed a year-round project, so we are hoping you are already thinking and re-thinking about re-gifting, re-purposing and sharing some of your accumulated treasures.  Once you’re ready to pass things along (and the sooner the better!), we’ll enjoy sorting 
and creating baskets for the 2012 Winter Faire.   
Ideas already taking shape include:  teddy bears, bears, roses, birds, zebras, BBQ, ice cream sundaes, sports misc., blueberries, picnic, apples, bath, puzzles/games, romantic, poppies, daisies, child’s tea party, baby, toddler, wedding, gardening, black cat, rock/paper/scissors……the ideas are endless, so bring ANYTHING in that you are ready to part with.  Let the sorting begin!!

And your additional job is to talk about the Winter Faire throughout the year, as we need more and more people coming thru the doors on Fri Nov 2nd  (and we’ve decided to drop that $2 admission) and Sat Nov 3rd.

Thank you VERY much.  Oh, and donations of $$ help too, to cover cost of baskets, cellophane bags, tape, ribbon, tissue.
The Agenda for the 281st Annual Meeting
Tuesday, February 14, 2012
7:00pm in the Pearson Chapel
 

The Call to Order
       Vice Moderator, Ray Atwood
The Opening Prayer and Hymn Sing
                      Rev. Carolyn Keilig
The Necrology 
         For members who have died

The Call of the Meeting
                            Clerk, Bill Good
The Business of the Day:
The Annual Meeting of First Church Congregational, UCC, Rochester, New Hampshire is to be held on Tuesday, February 14, 2012 to conduct the following:

1.
Receive reports from officers, boards, committees and organizations;
2.
Elect officers and all committee/board members for the ensuing year;

3.
Receive and vote on the 2012 budget as proposed by the Trustees;
4.
Such other business as may properly come before this meeting:

Adjournment

The Benediction

Bill Good

Clerk of the Church
Make up Date if meeting is postponed due to weather, Tuesday  02/21/2012
FIRST CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT:
Sharing God’s extravagant  welcome, love 
and forgiveness for all, we joyfully live by 
Christ’s example, working together for 
healing and justice in our community and 
beyond.
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NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL
In an effort to be good stewards of all kinds of resources,
the staff and Trustees would like to send the monthly 

newsletter via email to those who would like to receive 
it in that manner.  If you would, please email us your 
address at firstucc@myfairpoint.net.  
FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE. . .

A FEW WAYS YOU MIGHT HELP CUT 

OFFICE EXPENSES

If you are able and would like to 
help, you could donate a ream of 
8½ x 14 white copy paper, stamps, 
and used ink cartridges. Staples 
pays $2 credit for each cartridge 
up to 20/month.  You can leave 
them on a Sunday or drop them off 
during the week.  Thanks! 
Stay connected to First Church: 
Our website: www.first-ucc.net
Twitter: Follow the First Church Twitter feed: 
 http://twitter.com/#!/RochesterNHUCC
Facebook:  We have both a page for publicity 
purposes and a group which is closed to the 
general public and is used for First Church 
people to communicate urgent prayer needs 
and information, event reminders, or anything 
else you would like to share with the group.
iTunes: 

itpc://firstchurchcongregational.podmatic.com/rss2.wml
Parson Main Messenger
First Church Congregational

United Church of Christ

63 S. Main Street, Rochester, NH  03867-2707

~~~ An Open and Affirming Congregation ~~~

Sunday Worship

8:00am – Chapel (Handicapped Accessible)
10:00am – Sanctuary

(Handicapped Accessible)
(Nursery Care Provided)

Children’s Christian Education Program

Sundays at 10:00am

Television Ministry

6 p.m. Sundays – Channel 12

Church Officers

Alan Reed-Erickson – Moderator

Church Staff 
Rev. Carolyn Keilig, Interim Pastor 

Office Hours 9–2, Mon.–Thurs.
Office tel. 332-1121 ext 2; home 226-0625
email: rochesterpastor@myfairpoint.net
Please remember that the pastor is frequently called away, or may have other commitments during the day. It is best to call first if you need to speak with her.
rochesterpastor@myfairpoint.net
Richard Lavache, Organist/Choir Director

Ms. Linda Maynard, Administrative Assistant

firstucc@myfairpoint.net

Church Office Hours

Mon.-Fri.: 8am - 2:00pm

To Reach Us

Telephone: 332-1121   Fax: 335-6315

E-mail: firstucc@myfairpoint.net
Web Site: http://first-ucc.net/
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