A JUST PEACE CHURCH PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS First Church Congregational UCC voted at the 2008 Annual Meeting that,

We resolve to examine the programs and ministries of First Church Congregational UCC, over the course of the next year, to determine whether our congregation displays the marks of a Just Peace Church. The United Church of Christ defines a Just Peace Church, as, “A congregation that engages in relevant issues and pursues meaningful action that can lead to the peace and justice vision that God reveals to us through the teachings and actions of Jesus Christ.”

WHEREAS the Peace and Justice Committee did examine over the course of two years whether the programs and ministries of First Church Congregational UCC displayed the marks of a Just Peace Church, and

WHEREAS the marks of a Just Peace church affirm that it is,¹
*a community of nonviolence that – while affirming the right and obligation of governments to use restrained force to prevent lawlessness and protect human rights – first and foremost affirms Jesus’ call to be peacemakers, promoting the resolution of disputes by means other than violent conflict, and looking to identify and transform the conditions that cause war and violence.

*a community of solidarity with the poor, seeking to be present in places of oppression, poverty, and violence, and standing with the oppressed in the struggle to resist and change the systems that cause injustice.

*a community of social engagement, participating in peace and justice advocacy, and peace and justice witnessing in the community and nation.

*a community of education that provides a steady flow of information and dialogue on peace and justice issues and ideas, and that provides a climate where all points of view can be respected, and all honest feelings and opinions safely shared in the search for truth.

*a community of healthy conflict resolution, where differences are expressed, explored, and worked through in compassionate, nonviolent, and constructive ways such that mutual understanding and growth in all parties are the result.
*a community of spiritual nurture where people are grounded in the God of mercy who leads our hearts from hate to love and from violence to nonviolence, and who gives us courage in the struggle for justice and peace. ²
WHEREAS the Peace and Justice Committee determined that a great many programs and ministries of the First Church Congregational UCC did display the marks of a Just Peace Church,

WE PROCLAIM that First Church Congregational UCC can consider itself a Just Peace Church, and will celebrate and rejoice this, and
WE PROCLAIM that the Church of Jesus Christ is ever growing and changing and that at First Church Congregational UCC we continue to vigorously pursue excellence in all areas of the marks of a Just Peace Church willingly and humbly with the help of God. 

